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WHENCE COMETH THE
MARLBORO MAN ANDWOMAN
One of America’s iconic exports is the
wrinkled person exposed to sun and cigar-
ettes. Separating the e¡ects of age, smoking
and UV exposure on 966 a¡ected indivi-
duals was the object of this case-control
study and multivariate logistic regression
analysis by Morita and colleagues. Indivi-
dual e¡ects of the variables separately ^
and in combination ^ are presented. The
devil is in the details (p 703).
PESKY PUSTULES
Pustulosis palmaris et plantaris (PPP) is
a vexing volar scourge which spares the
most acral skin. It was ‘‘solved’’ and
thought to be a ‘‘bacterid’’; many hoped
it would be a form of psoriasis so that
the newer psoriatic therapies might be
e¡ective. Alas!! Studies by Barker et al
of 156 PPP patients in the UK and Swe-
den failed to show the expected associa-
tion with chromosome 6 HLA-Cw6 and
its psoriasis-associated genes. PPP is still
sui generis and must wander looking for
its proper niche (p 627).
THE PERFECT TAN
Dihydroxyacetone (DHA) is the basis
of many sunless tanning formulations
and can even be used therapeutically
for photoprotection. The pigment is
in the stratum corneum and is shed
in several days after application. In-
creased hydration of the skin may re-
press pigment formation; optimum
pigment formation occurs at 84% re-
lative humidity or when there is 20%
water in the stratum corneum.
Nguyen and Kochevar report that
the e¡ect of hydration is related to
the role of water in the polymeriza-
tion of DHA rather than due to the role of water on the stratum corneum. Armed
with this knowledge, there will no doubt be new products to help those still search-
ing for the safe and perfect tan (p 655).
IMMUNEWRENCHES IN GENETIC
THERAPY
The immune system will not be tolerant
to molecules it was not exposed to during
development, and this creates serious is-
sues when treating genetic diseases. Gene
therapy by injected Dsg3 cDNA into the
desmoglein (Dsg3) knockout mouse was
complicated by a humoral immune reac-
tion associated with anti-Dsg3 antibodies.
Amagai and colleagues prevented this
immune reaction using monoclonal
antibodies that blocked the CD40-
CD40L costimulatory pathways. After
that procedure, Dsg3 restitution was
successful (p 610).
ANTIBODY INHIBITION OF
COLLAGEN CATABOLISM
Increased collagen in skin, lungs and
kidneys is characteristic of systemic
sclerosis (SS). Sato and coworkers
found autoantibodies to zinc-depen-
dent metalloprotease-1, a proteolytic
enzyme that degrades collagen in sera
from patients with SS but not in nor-
mal controls or those with systemic
lupus erythematosus or dermatomyo-
sitis. Although this antibody may not
be the primary cause of SS, it may
have a causal role in the pathophysiol-
ogy of the ¢brosis of that disease
(p 542).
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